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I decided this year to compete in the President’s Putter
event alongside 104 other gentlemen members on a chilly
and blustery Saturday in early May. I was concerned about
how I should manage the presentation if I won but need not
have troubled to think this over. I was delighted to
announce that Kevin Medhurst achieved a hole in one on
the 6th. Vito di Sapia, Club Captain John Simpson,
Sebastian Lovell and Paul Randles were all winners of
place prizes but the coveted putter was won by Raj Matu with a splendid 41 points.
I hope that the President’s Day shotgun Stableford on
the 23rd July will enjoy better weather. As last year it is
open to all members and will include a prize for best
ladies’ score and for over 70’s gentlemen and ladies. I
also hope all those of you taking part will join me for a
drink afterwards. Do sign up promptly in the main foyer
as this competition is usually very popular.
The Committee of Presidents and Club Captains (PCC)
met most recently on the 6th March 2017. Under the
modified membership agreed at the 2017 AGM Ladies’
Captain Anne Harris nominated Helen Nellis to serve on
behalf of the Ladies’ Committee. I will inform members
about procedures for making nominations for future
Exceptional Service Awards in due course. Meanwhile
the Honours Board commemorating the 2017 awards
has been installed in the lobby outside the Members’
Lounge.

John Simpson and Steve Coppock compiled and compered a very enjoyable Quiz Night on
the 31st March. My thanks to them both. I also hope that members are finding the new
weekly composite e-mail service helpful. Clive Haywood is responsible for this development
and I commend the thought and effort he has devoted to making this a success.

Roger Willis - President

2

Is it really 3 months since I started my captaincy? The year is
already flying by and so far it has been great fun in every
respect, both on and off the course.
On the course, the peak competition season is already well
underway. In Club competitions we have seen very strong
fields entering and with dry, favourable conditions, competition
has been tough and scoring generally excellent (for most!). Our facilities really are something to
be very proud of and the continuing positive membership trends underline what a great Club
this is with much that we should all be very proud of.
Please read the Competitions report later in this publication for a review of the competitions
completed so far this year. A personal highlight for me was playing alongside Ladies Captain
Anne in the first mixed competition of the season, the Renee Morgan Salver played on May
Bank Holiday Monday. Anne
and I were very pleased with
our better ball 42 points, but
the winners with 43 points
were Kate Broughton and
Rob Sparks. What was most
impressive was the turnout
for this mixed/social event
with a 300% increase on last
year’s entry – there is some
welcome momentum in our
mixed and social golf
section and long may that
trend continue. Do look out
for upcoming opportunities
to
come along and join
us, it’s all very relaxed and
Kate & Rob with the silverware
great fun.

The weather continues to be untypical with a very stubborn extended dry spell and lower
temperatures and whilst this has led to more golf being played by members and visitors alike, I
think we all know that we really need some rain. Greens and tees are being watered very
regularly, but that can never substitute for a proper spell of typical English wet weather. If
anyone has any connections “upstairs” please put a word in (preferably for rain between
10.00pm and 6.00am).
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Where we, as members can all help is by trying to do what we can to look after our course:


Take a divot bag out with you to fill some of the holes on our fairways (and if you
empty your bag, they can be refilled from the divot boxes on the par 3 tees).



Repair your pitch marks. Indeed try setting yourself the challenge of repairing a
couple of extra ones on each green.



Keep trolleys/buggies behind the white lines in front of greens.

On the social front, we had a successful quiz night in March and the undoubted highlight of our
first few months was a hugely enjoyable Celtic Night, bringing together the best of Irish,
Scottish and Welsh culture and cuisine. Have a look at the report from our House Chairman,
Peter Wilson for more details.
I hope you have all been receiving and enjoying our restyled weekly news email. We are trying
to share more interesting news and useful information, but packaged together into a single
weekly communication. Please do let us have any feedback on any aspect of this. If you are
not currently receiving this email, please do let Lynne/Mags in the office know and they will
make sure your current email address is on the system.
And a last thought from me………… this is your Club and as your Captain, one of my main
duties is to understand and represent your views and try to address any suggestions or issues
you might have. I will try to speak to as many of you as I bump into you in and around the
Club, but please do feel free to come and talk to me about anything at all. Failing that, my
email address is johnsimpson333@btinternet.com so please do use that to share with me any
thoughts that you have. I promise that I will take any feedback seriously and respond to
anyone who takes the trouble to contact me.

John Simpson
Captain 2017

Blossom on the first with the Clubhouse
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Well the weather is getting better, and the winter rules have
been removed.
The Thursday roll ups are a success; ladies playing 9 or 13
holes, thanks go to Jean Brown.
The first 18 hole competition of the year The Doff Gillett was
won by Sue Coxon with a net 69, so she had her H/C cut to 18, with Margaret Seabrook 2nd
net 71 H/C cut to 7,and Mandy Mayes, one of the newer members of the club, 3rd net 73 H/C
34. 3 ladies with H/C cuts, in the first competition of the year excellent. Edna Turner (steady
Eddie) won the ball for putting.
We have more new ladies this year. Louise Wells, who was a member before but left to have
a family, also Sue Glover, her husband Gary, and Kate Broughton, who joined us from Aspley
Guise. The Fishwick Family have joined; Amanda, with husband David, daughter Sarah-Jane,
and their son Benjy, who has been a member for a while. We have new members on the par
3, Mary Cheesbrough with Robert (Bob) Hill. I hope you all enjoy being members at
Bedfordshire Golf Club.
The good weather arrived in April but will it last? Good Friday social golf a lovely sunny day
and 11 people came. The winners were John Simpson, Anne Harris, Adrian Bailey and Jane
Ennis (a new lady member). Adrian did very well scoring 41 points on his own a great score
well done Adrian. Easter Monday another social golf with 17 members taking part won by
Sam Turnbull (who organised the game with Nick) John
Bates & Martin Allen.
News from our Lady pro Denise Hastings. She has become
an Honorary Member of the PGA in recognition of her long
service (40yrs) to golf. The presentation was on 31 st March
at The Belfry, unfortunately the presentation was only open
to PGA Members. Our congratulations go to Denise for her
service to golf.
The group lessons with Denise that have been arranged for
new members and members of the par3 have been a great
success; I have extended it to include existing members if
they would like to come. The Group Lessons with Denise
are going well there are 3 more planed 15th May, 19th June
and 10th July £10 each if anyone would like to attend please
contact me.
Denise Hastings accepting her
Honorary PGA Membership.
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The Ladies Facebook page continues to work very well and keeps the ladies up to date with
what’s going on and arranging games with each other, and letting everyone know who’s won the
competitions.

Saturday competition was won by Dot Moroney with 36 pts
Dot also got an EAGLE on the 2nd well done Dot.

The 1st friendly match 8th April against Whittlebury Park after a hard fought match in wonderful
conditions Whittlebury pipped us 1 ½ to 2 ½ . What a gorgeous day the sun shone beautifully all
day. The ladies at Whittlebury made us very welcome, our team Anne Harris, Sue Marsh, Judi
Monico, Kate Broughton, Anne Foulks, Edna Turner, Hilary Denny and Sue Moore played well
all of you, it was great to have 3 new members playing for us in the match.

The Easter competition was a great success with 36 ladies playing a waltz. This was won by
Margaret Seabrook, a new member Sue Lowe, and Jane Colson, who hasn’t played 18 holes
since October last year well done ladies.
The Saturday ladies played the Easter competition Helen Nellis won on count back from Marie
Wright and Carol Farnworth, they all got 27 points.
Sally Shayler & Margaret Seabrook were drawn for the first time to play the London Ladies foursomes K/O at The Berkshire GC, they won the first 2 rounds 5/4 and 6/4, with 132 playing they
got to the last 16 which was brilliant. They did really well, Margaret playing her socks off and
Sally didn’t play to shabbily getting a hole in one on 13 th with an 8 iron into the wind, unfortunately they were beaten on 18th green by Wrotham Heath GC.
Worlplesdon GC won final with 2up. Well done Margaret & Sally.
Hole in one trophy for Sally - well done.
April 18th Peugeot Coronation foursomes.
1st Heather Houchin & Hilary Denny.
2nd Maureen Dawson & Linda Lewington.
3rd Sue Moore & Tina Pollard.
The week of the greens renovation we played 9hole on the Academy
course
Sally with trophy

1st Louise Well nett 22
2nd Edna Turner nett 23
3rd Brenda Beard nett 25
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May 2nd Bunnie Smith competition
1st Brenda Beard cut to 20 back in Silver
2nd Noreen Tattam cut to 16
3rd Edna Turner H/C 24 no cut
Well done all the ladies in winning positions, guess we all need to try harder.

A rules evening with cheese and wine was held on 24th April at 7:00 pm. The event was great
fun and we all learnt some rules. Thanks must go to Sam Turnbull for all her hard work setting
the questions, Brian Cormack who just had a look at the rules involved just to make sure they
were correct.

Sheila Fairey won the County 2nd
Division meeting with Sue Cribb
coming a close 2nd. This was
played at Aspley Guise & Woburn
Sands GC so they did really well.

Please note The Ladies Championship is now 27th June not 20th June, as the East Region
Championships is being held at Hunstanton that week, and we do want our Champion Sally
Shayler to play in both these competitions.
The Adams competition and Dinner Tuesday 16 th May please come to the dinner even if you
cannot play.
There is a signup sheet on the Ladies notice board.

The County Championships
The County Championships were held at Bedfordshire GC 11 th – 13th May. Day one dawned
bright and sunny boding well for the next 3 days. The clubhouse was decked out in the county
colours, and it looked very welcoming. We had a problem with a flood on the 14 th; the
greenkeepers were fantastic in clearing it up before the Ladies got to that hole. There was also
a problem with the loos which was quickly sorted thank to Geraint and Lynne.
From Bedfordshire GC we had Sally Shayler, Margaret Seabrook in the Championship having
got into the top 16 in the county, and Sheila Fairey and Sue Cribb in the Semi-final of the
County cup, with Linda Humphries MB and Rachael Bryan AG & WS.
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On the 12th in the morning Sally played Bridie Quinn Sth Beds and won. Margaret played Gill
Westgate B&C and won on the 21st hole a very exciting match. In the afternoon of the 12 th
Sally played Stephanie Scott AG & WS and won, Margaret unfortunately lost to Sophie Hillier.
Saturday 13th a colder morning, Sheila Fairey teed off first playing Linda Humphries Millbrook,
followed by Sue Cribb playing Rachael Bryan AG. They both fought well but unfortunately lost.
Both Sheila and Sue played well and did Bedfordshire GC proud, well done girls. Linda and
Rachael played the final in the afternoon with Linda winning on the 19th hole, again a well
fought match.
Sally played in the morning but lost to Sophie Hillier on the 20th hole well done Sally, and
Sophie Mills J’OG lost to Annabel Pitts BM. The final was won by Annabel Pitts a worthy
winner.
It was pleasing to receive many plaudits about the course and Bedfordshire GC and how well
visitors were received.
Thanks must go to Geraint, Lynne & Mags, the green staff, the bar and catering staff for all
their hard work during these 3 days. I would also like to thank the members of Bedfordshire
GC for their co-operation in helping to make this a most successful event; it was a credit to the
Bedfordshire Golf Club.

From the right: Sue Cribb & Sheila Fairey - Bedfordshire,
Heddwen Molloy -County President,
Linda Humphries - Millbrook, Rachael Bryan - Aspley Guise
Good golfing. Good friends and a great course.

Anne Harris
Ladies Captain 2017
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County Champion
Annabel Pitts from
Beadlow Manor, with
the County President.

Well the Golfing Season is now well under way………still awaiting for the
arrival of Spring. But I am told it is just around the corner!!!!!!!!!!! Our
course is now in excellent condition, so with some good weather, we can
all look to enjoy our course, and the social aspect of being a Senior.
Well our Seniors strength continues to grow and at the last count we have reached the grand
number of 174, truly a remarkable achievement. A true testament to the quality of our course,
and most importantly the friendship of our members.
Since the last Recorder we have played Seven Competitions and Five Inter Club Matches. The
results of all these competitions can be found on the Seniors Section of the Club Website, plus
the Seniors Diary for the rest of the Year, it really is well worth taking a look. One aspect that is
really pleasing is the large number of entrees in our competitions, on more than one occasion the
registration sheets were almost full, and on one competition we had to list reserves. So many
thanks to you all for entering and participating in our Competitions. The registration for the Inter
Club Matches has also seen a large increase in registrations. Vice-Captain Tim Bailey, has quite
a task in selecting our teams, and as a result we are fielding some strong teams. So far we have
played five and won four and lost won. The loss was a very close thing, being beaten on the last
putt, on the last green, in the last match……………now that’s close. Registration sheets for
matches are normally posted 4 weeks before the actual match date, so plenty of time for
registration.
Most of the Knock Out Competitions, pairs and singles have now been drawn, and first round
matches are nearing completion. Just a quick note please ensure you play your matches within
the timelines, so we can keep these competitions on track.
An early registration sheet which I have posted is the Seniors Invitation Day, on Wednesday 21 st
June. Yes I know it’s early, but I am hoping for a good registration. It will be a Shot Gun Start,
and I have maintained the price from the last two years of £40.00 per Pair, including a Carvery
and Desert. So please contact friends, family, or golfing colleagues in other clubs and register for
this fun event.
As you will all have seen I did issue an email relating to Administrative Issues, a few weeks ago.
Specifically highlighting In-Active Handicaps, Failure to notify partners on a no show at
competitions, and late arrival on tee slots. I am extremely pleased that the level of support and co
-operation I have received is truly excellent. Many of the 31 In-Active Members are now well on
their way to activating their Handicaps, by using Supplementary Cards. And by delaying the
Veterans 9 x 3 course competition until 1st May, many more Seniors will be eligible to participate
in this Competition. So well done guys and thank you for your support.
Some of the Eagle Eyed amongst you will have noticed that we now have our subscription under
the Clock in the main lounge
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“This Clock was presented to the Club
by the Members of the Men’s Senior
Section to commemorate the Club’s
125th Anniversary.”

And the other notice is the recognition
of the list of Senior Captains dating
from 1984, to the Present. Again
something I felt was long overdue in
terms of the contribution of the growing
number of Senior’s to the Club. The
Seniors Board is located at the top of
the stair well next to the Mirror.

Well over the coming Summer Months
we have Rounds 2, 3 and 4 of the
Seniors Championship, many Inter Club
Matches both Home and Away against
St Ives, Pavenham Park, Luton Hoo and
Wellingborough to name some of the
fixtures over the coming months. Plus
several trophies, and Mixed Texas
Scramble. So plenty to interest all
Seniors, so please register and join in
the fun, and social networking in the
Seniors.
Finally can I just remind all of us that we are lucky enough to play at the best club in
Bedfordshire, the ground staff do an amazing job in keeping the course open despite all that the
weather throws at them. Let’s play our part by repairing not only our own but any other pitch
marks that we see.
Happy Golfing for the Summer Season — Terry Mizzi - Seniors’ Captain
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10 NOT OUT!
Where did all the time go? – When I look back to the picture
on my PGA Membership card…it’s easy to see!!!
Only seems like yesterday that I left Millbrook Golf Club to
move here to Stagsden...but was April Fool's Day in 2007 that I opened the doors to the shop
and what a whirlwind of a roller-coaster ride it's been since...starting with a hole in one on my
first Saturday at the Club - albeit on the 8th on the Academy course!

In my early days, it was John Farnworth & Jean Brown, who had just succeeded Clive
Haywood as President & Chair of Board respectively and they were a huge help in helping me
settle in - as was Captain Eric Murphy - for a Club that had struggled with a reputation of
being a bit stuffy, you couldn't have wished for four more colourful characters to champion the
place….and it’s great to see the enthusiasm & energy they have still being put to good use –
including Eric, who’s still convalescing in Ireland…but battling away on the course still.
I made a significant investment into the shop from the outset, to give the Club the facelift it
deserved, commensurate with its title as the Shire named Club...and the ethos has always
been that of looking after the Members' needs...and I thank you all for the support that you've
shown me over the years - not only when things have gone well but especially in the few
darker moments that inevitably happen from time to time.
Almost exactly 2 years later, I was thrown the keys to the ship when captain Wilf Mannion & I
were sat in the back office of the shop and were discussing the existing GM's impending
departure - so it seemed to make sense that, with the Club facing tough times and not really
able to find its niche, it was time to put a golfer in charge of running a golf Club - which was
far from the norm in those days...we both knew the only person in this area to have made that
transition, Eddie Bullock - and he was instrumental in working with us both to work out the
nuts & bolts of how it could all work.

No one told me quite how parlous the situation was, nor that I would be painting & decorating,
cleaning the toilets (some things don't change!), working all hours etc. just to stop the Club
from continuing in the direction it was...which is why now, when I look back to where we came
from, to where we are today, I have a huge amount of pride in what's been achieved - not only
by myself but by those longstanding club Members & Staff, who I know I sometimes rub up
the wrong way - but between us, we now have a Club that's the envy of most in the area.
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Thankfully, I was given a fair amount of latitude to implement some key changes - not all of
which were universally well received, nor would they have been necessary, had the Club been
thriving - but I would like to think that over the years, many of those decisions have now led us
to a far more stable position - one where the Club is seen to be very much on an upward curve,
with its condition getting ever-better and new Members joining on a regular basis....indeed,
there are now more non-shareholder Members of the Club, than those with shares in the
Limited Company - and this is just one of the examples of change that's allowed the Club to
evolve & survive - but this is no time to rest on laurels as complacency can soon result in taking
the eye off the ball...and we all know that's not a good thing in golf.
To assist in that, with the assistance of the current Management Board, I've enrolled on a
course with the Golf Club Managers' Association & Professional Golfers' Association to
undertake some formal study in the shape of the inaugural intake on the undergraduate level
Diploma in Golf Club Management, in an effort to ensure that I am both staying at the forefront
of what's happening / best practice within
the industry and also of course, that will
end up benefitting the Club by bringing
those practices to bear here, as we enter
the next stage...whatever that may
be...but we can be certain, it will be an
entertaining journey!

Who knows where any of us will be 10
years from now - but I know that, if it's
anywhere near as fantastic an experience
it has been over the last 10, then I for one
will be very happy!

Geraint Dixon.
General Manager & Head
Professional.
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This is supposed to be the end of Spring and the start of early Summer.
I played in the Seniors Championship in early May and it was more akin
to playing in November. Cold, windy and not very pleasant. The cold,
windy but dry weather has had an effect on growth on the course and
we could certainly do with some rain and some warmth.
However, these conditions have not stopped visitors and societies from using our facilities.
Along with near-record number of entries in all competitions this year, this has meant the
finances of the Club are in a positive position with regard to the budget for the year. You may
recall the Spring of 2016 was very wet and had a direct impact on the Bar and Catering figures.
This year has been the complete opposite in terms of weather and as at the end of March
these income lines are some 15% ahead of budget.
The membership renewals for the current year were maintained at an encouraging level and
we continue to see a steady stream of new members joining. I try and make it my business to
seek out and speak to new members whenever I can. This gives useful feedback into the
Management team as to why we continue to grow our membership when you read in the
golfing press of declining golf participation in membership clubs like ours.
Without fail, one of the main reason new members join, is because of the facilities we offer, but
the overriding comment I hear is we are regarded as a very welcoming and friendly Club. For
the long-serving members that should be regarded as very good news. I think it’s fair to say
that has not always been the perception of this Club, albeit that was often the word put around
by our local competition! For the new member who wants to play in roll-up groups during the
week, there are numerous groups who can offer this experience. The regular Sunday
competitions satisfy the requirement for those wanting regular competitive golf and the various
Saturday groups provide friendly but competitive alternatives. In all aspects I only ever hear
how welcoming everyone has been to the new members. That is great testament to this Club
and we should all be very proud of what we have created at Stagsden.

Society usage of member clubs is always a contentious issue. Some may disagree, but our
course is relatively under-utilised compared with some, in terms of the number of societies
allowed. However, it is a vital income stream for the Club and has many knock-on benefits.
Apart from the obvious bar and catering spend, we have seen many new members join, purely
as a result of playing the course with a Society. This year we are ahead of budget on Society
income and we have arranged an invitation day for Society organisers to come and see what
we have to offer with a view to attracting additional groups.
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We do have strict guidelines on when Societies can use the course and we have also recently
reviewed our society rates with a view to attracting groups at less popular times. This income
stream gives us the opportunity to invest further in the course and clubhouse to continue to
improve the facilities for the membership.
One of those improvements was supposed to be the new surface leading to the main clubhouse
entrance. As may have been discussed elsewhere in this issue, this is still an on-going problem
with repeated failed attempts to get the surface to an acceptable level. We have paid for this
work some time ago and we will make sure it is done correctly. However, we have had some
benefits from this disruption in that one of the new bunker lining trials was provided free of
charge as compensation for the problems we have encountered. To paraphrase, every bunker
has a silver lining…
In summary, at around the halfway stage in the financial year, we are ahead of budget with the
main income generating months still to come. All major income lines; subscriptions, 18-hole
and 9-hole course income as well and bar and catering should exceed budget by the end of the
year, providing we have a “normal” summer. Some expenditure lines will exceed budget, but
this is due to additional sales for drinks over the bar and additional catering orders. As long as
the profitability is maintained this is a positive place to be.
As always, my record is still stuck on the fact that the Club relies on its membership to support
social functions, use the bar for food and drink and continue to look after the main asset, the
course. The Board is always open to suggestions as to how we can improve the experience at
BGC. Grab me in the bar (not on the 18th green as I’m about to sink the winning putt) at any
time if you wish to discuss anything or any other member of the Management Board. Let’s hope
the weather improves and we all enjoy a fabulous summer.

Steve Coppock
Chair BGC Management Board

View back along the 18th fairway from behind the green
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This spring certainly has been a difficult one to manage out on the
golf course, a large number of early morning frosts coupled with
extremely dry conditions and a cold wind has slowed down any
potential grass growth and therefore extended the recovery time
required to repair the turf from all the wear and tear experienced
during the winter months.
The greens renovation operation went very well and we also managed to get the verti drain on
them using a slight heave, this helps us to alleviate some of the compaction received over the
late winter and early spring months, the team again worked hard to complete the task and now
we just need mother nature to do her part and help with the recovery, during my time working
here at the club it has become apparent that our course is a slow one to get going in the early
spring due to the its elevated position and being mainly constructed on heavy clay soils, but of
course that means we get to enjoy a good course going into the late Autumn months at the
other end of the season, also at this early stage of the golfing calendar the greens, like many
others around the country suffer with the Poa grass seeding, again when this species stops
seeding the surfaces soon return to their best, this is another reason why it’s so important to
repair all your pitch mark damage as it helps stop the Poa establishing in the greens.
As mentioned in previous recorder issues due to the removal of a number of chemicals used in
the amenity industry we are now starting to experience bird damage on the course, most
notably the greens and tee surfaces, again your help in repairing these affected areas helps to
heal them up faster, and also stops the chance of larger animals such as rabbits and foxes
making the areas larger, so please if you see any bird damage out there please use your pitch
mark repairer to fold it in.
The 3rd right side and 16th left greenside bunkers have been completely renovated this spring
using a new rubber crumb base, these bunkers were two of the worst performing on the course
and with the new drainage system and bases should help avoid any major washouts and sand
contamination in the future.
All the bunkers have also been edged and have had their depths checked, again some steady
rain will help to settle the fresh sand and help to compact them. The turf we used to complete
the path work on the 18th tee has knitted in well and when the weather warms up the seed used
to fill in the old path on the 2nd tee should take and fill in nicely, the new path material will get
stronger as the roots from the surrounding grass helps to lock it in.
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The fertiliser used for the tees, approaches and fairways is on site and waiting to go out; again
we just need some warmer ground temperatures and moisture before we apply it.
The new greensmower has already been put to good use in the preparation of the county
ladies championships, the new technology used for the electric reel motors, modern groomer
brushes and improved performance all help in producing quality greens. These specialist
mowers are being updated and improved all the time and with the amount of use they receive
here at the club mowing 28 greens 7 days a week during the growing season, need to be
reliable.
The team have also been kept busy constructing an area to house our new mess room, the old
one had become dilapidated and its replacement is a far more suitable for the maintenance
facility, but it has required some minor adjustments to our site, Steve has worked hard on the
relocation using all his hard landscaping knowledge and expertise, it’s already proving to be a
positive improvement with the team.
Art Fleming and Neil Houghton have recently started volunteering to help us divot the fairways,
this really helps the green-keeping team out as it allows us to spend more time on other tasks
around the course. To help out please could you take a divot bag from the 1st tee divot station
when you play and use it to repair any divots you find.

John Gubb
Course Manager

.

View of the 18th green from the clubhouse balcony
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Now well into spring and the course looking great with scores
improving – for some. Also a number of new members have joined us
in the first few months of 2017, and we look forward to meeting them
at the various events and functions.

The Celtic night;
In the last edition of the recorder I mentioned the initiative of our Captain John Simpson to
combine Burns Supper, usually about the 25th January, with St Patrick’s on the 17th March, and
also embrace St David’s day on 1st March, and run the event as the Celtic night. We held the
event on March 4th and those who managed to get tickets were treated to an extraordinarily
enjoyable evening filled with good fun, good company and good cheer. On arrival Guests
enjoyed music played by piper Richard Galley, the evening kicked off with John Simpson
welcoming members and their guests. Norman McQueen followed up providing a stirring recital
of Robbie Burns Ode to the Haggis. Richard Galley went onto to play some popular Scottish
songs ending with the very popular Flower of Scotland. We then enjoyed the popular local Irish
Band Life of Riley who provided some great dance music and indeed got everyone up on the
dance floor. The highlight of the evening must go to our very own Geraint Dixon who provided
some great entertainment with a welsh ensemble made up of his friends who contributing
some great Welsh songs thoroughly enjoyed by all. Combining this entertainment with an
excellent menu comprising Celtic fare provided by our chef Peter – great service provided by
our catering manager Ruth and her staff, along with some modest liquid refreshment resulted
in a memorable fun evening which will be difficult to repeat in the future – we will however try
again in March 2018 – you will need to book early!

The Welsh Ensemble

Our Piper Richard
Galley
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In keeping with the Celtic theme we held a golf and rugby special on Saturday 18th March with
folks from the morning roll up groups led by Clive Haywood competing with Saturday mid-day
group led by Jimmy Cunningham. Following the golf we watched England Ireland rugby final 6
nations match – Jimmy’s team won the golf and Ireland won the rugby halting England’s
winning streak! Not much more to be said about that event – but look forward to a return
match!
Another more sober event recently held was our quiz night on March 28th where the best of
the club brains competed in teams answering questions jointly prepared by Steve Coppock
and our Captain John Simpson, who also jointly compered the quiz. Another very enjoyable
evening - The scores were close but the winning team were;


David and Helen Owen,



Steve and Helen Gilder,



Nick and Ann Willis



Graham and Rose Gill

One of the toughest questions was evidently how many beans in a tin of beans – which has
prompted on-going debate! We are to thank Steve and John for preparing the questions and
look forward to the next quiz night were questions will be prepared by the winning team.
A couple of events in the near future include;



The Deacon cup with a black tie dinner on Saturday 27th May where our own Nick Willis
will be our speaker, and as usual followed by a sobering medal round on Sunday
morning!



8th July a family fun day Golf followed by a BBQ which will include academy members.
We plan to hold a competition on the main course comprising pairs or mixed pairs and at
the same time a competition for members who normally play on the academy course –
including juniors – followed by a BBQ probably on the club veranda – weather
permitting.

Then Soul Night – Festival weekend – Saturday evening 15th July
An event of particular note for your diaries is planned during the Bedfordshire Festival
Weekend, when on the evening of Saturday July 15th we are lucky to have the ‘Soul Man’
entertainer booked. This is a very popular local performer whom we discovered tends to be
booked over a year in advance. We are proposing making this a very casual informal (jeans
and tee shirt) evening with a rolling BBQ/buffet located outside the Biddenham Suite leaving
plenty of space within for mixing and dancing to your favorite soul music. We will endeavor to
set the event up to create a pub club atmosphere opening up the whole club house. Some
tables located outside the Biddenham Suite on both the course side and at the rear. We plan
to keep the main bar open for folks to escape the music for a few minutes. No formal tables
but we will want to know the numbers for catering so look out for the sign-up sheet in the near
future, get some folks together from your social group and don’t miss out.
If any of you have ideas that you believe would be popular among the members, and also if
you have any feedback that you would like to share from an event you participated we would
welcome hearing from you, and therefore please don’t hesitate to contact me via the general
office and I would be pleased to meet with you to discuss.
Warm regards Peter Wilson
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Competitions
We are well into another busy season at Stagsden, weekly competitions are extremely well
supported with between 80 -100 entrants every week in the men’s competitions. The men’s
senior section is also very busy and equally well supported, underlining that the club is
absolutely buzzing and extremely popular with members and visitors.
Bedfordshire Ladies County Championships
Bedfordshire GC had the honour of hosting the County Ladies Championship between the 11th
and 13th May, despite the difficult growing conditions in particular the unusual lack of rain prior
to the competition taking place the course was, as we have come to expect, in excellent
condition. Congratulations to John Gubb and his team for their hard work. A full report of the
competition can be seen in our Lady Captain’s article.
April Presentation
On Sunday 23rd April the Gale Salvers qualifier was played in decent conditions and afterwards
our Captain John Simpson presented winners of the following competitions, from 2016/17, with
their trophies. There was a packed clubhouse, who were in typical Bedfordshire GC high
spirits! Congratulations to all.














Phil Powell – 2016 Morgan Trophy (beating Keith Burgess in the final)
Tom Coles – October 2016 Div 2 Medal winner with an astonishing net 58!!
Wayne Smith – January Div 1 Medal (1st Morgan)
Adrian Wareing – January Div 2 Medal
Graham Crawford – February Div 1 Medal (2nd Morgan)
Clive Resch – February Div 2 Medal
Mark Hallum – Lombard Trophy/March Div 2 Medal (3rd Morgan)
Mithchell Young – March Div 1 Medal
Rob Sparks – April Div1 Medal (4th Morgan)
Glen Anderson – April Div 2 Medal
Neil Fish & Adrian Wareing – Lesley Day Salvers Winners (4 BBB Stableford 41 points)
Graham Crawford & Barry Sullivan - Hancock Salvers Winners
Steve Coppock & John Haines – leading qualifiers in the Gale Salvers (43 points)
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Phil Powell
Peter Morgan

Tom Coles - October Wayne Smith - January Adrian Wareing - Jan
Division 2 Medal
Division 1 Medal
Division 2 Medal

Mark Hallum - March
Ron Sparks &
Division 2 Medal
Glen Anderson - April
Div 1 & Div 2 Medal

Mike & Seb Lovell
Rawlins Bowl

Neil Fish &
Adrian Wareing
Lesley Day Salvers

Graham Crawford &
Clive Resch - Feb
Div 1 & Div 2 Medal

Graham Crawford &
Barry Sullivan
Hancock Salvers

Steve Coppock & John Haines - leading pair in the Gale Salvers qualifier (43 points).

Friday Medals
Friday 21st April saw the start of the new Friday medal series, played on set
Fridays throughout April, May and June. There have been some terrific
scores so far, the inaugural winner Trevor Stone with a superb gross 76 (net
64). Friday 28th saw Seb Lovell shoot 69 (net 68) and on Friday 5 th May
David Owen (shorts and all) conquered all with a fantastic net 69! Well done
to all who have supported the event so far and for those who have yet to get involved please do
so, there are some decent prizes up for grabs.
Deacon Dinner
There is still time to sign up for the Deacon and Judges Cup, one of the most prestigious events
in the BGC calendar, so please get your names on the start sheet if you haven’t done so already!
I hope you all have a really enjoyable Summer of golf and look forward to reporting again later in
the year.

John Haines - Chair of Golf
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The Club were undefeated in the winter scratch foursomes
league. However, this was by dint of four 2 v 2 draws, away at
Pavenham and The Bedford and at home to Aspley Guise and Bedford & County. Richard
Stevenson was playing captain with many new faces performing very well.
The Seniors winter scratch league was changed this year to a two pool format.
Matches were played home and away, with the winners of each pool emerging to contest the
final. We were so close to triumphing in the home match against Aspley Guise. The game was
played in a tornado and finished in a tie. The rules meant that John Haines had to go out and
play sudden death, this after defeating his opponent 4&3. After hitting his tee shot into the
bunker, John lost the first hole to a par.
For once, captain Barry Sullivan was speechless.
I believe John O’Gaunt and Aspley Guise have yet to play the final.
I should mention that John Haines has been appointed vice-captain of the county seniors
team in 2017 and will deservedly take on the captaincy in 2018. This is a great honour for him
and our Club.
I would like to mention the tragic passing of Stuart Goode, our county secretary and treasurer.
He was a gentleman; first class administrator and always had time for everybody. He will be
sadly missed.
We have entered an A and B team in the summer scratch leagues. The A team are in a
league with Aylesbury Vale; Chalgrave Manor; JO’G B; Stockwood Park A and The Bedford.
The B team is in with Abbotsley; Beds & County B; Stockwood Park B and Wyboston Lakes.
Billy Wheeler and Nigel Fordham are respective captains and we wish them every success.
Late news....the B Team won their first game 4 / 1 away to Aylesbury Vale.
Seve is looking after the mid-handicap team once more. The team spirit is very good and they
are determined to succeed this year after being cruelly denied by a quirk of fate in 2016.
We have a new county competition….. the Club Handicap Knockout Championship.
Introduced this year following the demise of the Mail on Sunday knockout, this competition is
open to all clubs in the county who can enter a team of 5 golfers with handicaps of 18 or
lower. The full rules can be found in the County Competition Regulations . Luckily we have
been given a bye to the quarter finals so the first game is not likely to take place until June.
Intended participants in the County Championships and County Handicap Championships at
South Beds in the first weekend of June, should get their entries in before the closing date of
20th May.
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COUNTY CARD
I would recommend all members take advantage of the county card scheme.
In 2016, there was a very modest increase in the county levy charged via the Club to members.
As a quid pro quo, it was decided to issue county cards on request, to members free of charge.
The Counties in the scheme from 1st April 2017 now comprise Bedfordshire, Berkshire,
Buckinghamshire, Cambridgeshire, Cheshire, Cornwall, Cumbria, Derbyshire, Devon, Dorset,
Durham, Essex, Gloucestershire, Hampshire, Herefordshire, Hertfordshire, Kent, Lancashire,
Leicestershire & Rutland, Lincolnshire, Middlesex, Northamptonshire, Northumberland,
Nottinghamshire, Oxfordshire, Shropshire, Somerset, Staffordshire, Surrey, Sussex,
Warwickshire, Wiltshire, Worcestershire and Yorkshire.
In addition Bedfordshire has an agreement with Norfolk which most other Counties do not.
The county card is a credit card style design and enables the holder to play other courses at the
members’ guest rate. It is a very simple process, just call into the office and a card will be
provided.
Just one last thing. I have a group photo from the Sharman Cup last year to remember the Club’s
125th anniversary. I am going to order some folder type examples. If anybody is interested in
acquiring one, or indeed a framed example then please let me know. All proceeds will go to the
captain’s charity.

les@lesliesharman.co.uk

Les Sharman
April 2017
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Birds of Prey seen over and around
the Golf Course.
The next 2 to 3 months is an excellent time to spot various types of
Birds of Prey, flying over the golf course.
The Buzzard is now the commonest and most widespread UK bird
of prey, with numbers in excess of 75,000 pairs. It is quite large with
broad, rounded wings, and a short neck and tail. When gliding and
soaring it will often hold its wings in a shallow 'V' and the tail is
fanned. Birds are variable in colour from all dark brown to much
paler variations, all have dark wingtips and a finely barred tail. Their plaintive mewing call could
be mistaken for a cat.
They are normally seen riding the thermals, mostly over the woods to the right of the 14th ,
usually in pairs. When the young are in the nest the Buzzard can be seen hunting over the
Rookery in Oxley wood, being chased by the residents rooks.
It mostly feeds on carrion but will take young ducklings, pheasants, coots, moorhens, etc.
Research at nest sites have shown that a great number of Grass Snakes are caught and fed to
the young. The Golf Course is an ideal hunting area for the Buzzard as there are snakes on the
site. The snakes lay their eggs in the compost heap next to the driving range and at certain times
of the year, the young can be seen moving out of the compost heap and in to the surrounding
area.

Buzzard
The next large raptor regularly seen is the Red Kite. This bird is larger than the Buzzard and flies
a lot lower over the course and if you are lucky good views of this fabulous bird can be had. It is
easily recognised by its forked tail which gives this family of birds its name.
This bird feeds on carrion, worms and small mammals, but is an opportunist feeder and will eat a
varied diet. I have been lucky enough to see a Red Kite on the ground feeding on a worm on the
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16th fairway. These birds will land on the ground
within close proximity of humans. This may be
due to some of them being fed throughout the
winter on scraps at certain feeding stations in the
area.
This bird was brought to the edge of extinction in
the UK with just a few pairs left in Wales but
thanks to a concerted effort by interested parties
there are now over 1500 breeding pairs and they
can be seen throughout

Red Kite
Kestrels are the next bird you are likely to see over the course. You might see this bird hovering
in the air looking for small voles in the grass below. The Kestrel is the only British bird that can
hover, but even they need some wind. When they are hunting they are looking for a urine trail
left by voles as they travel around on the ground. It is reported that the Kestrel sees this as a
distinctive bright colour and can even tell how old the trail is.
A pair of Kestrels have nested on the course in one of the trees between the 18th fairway and
the par 3 course. Their calls could be heard all around the course when the young fledged.
They nest in old holes in trees and will use bird boxes if positioned in the right place.
The numbers of this bird have sadly dropped over the past 30 years with numbers now down to
about 45,000 pairs.

Kestrel
The Sparrowhawk is probably the most elusive common bird of prey that inhabits the course. It
is normally only seen as a blur as it flies low and fast chasing its prey. Sparrowhawks are small
birds of prey. They're adapted for hunting birds in confined spaces like dense woodland and
gardens. Adult male Sparrowhawks have bluish-grey back and wings and orangey-brown bars
on their chest and belly. Females and young birds have brown back and wings, and brown bars
underneath. Sparrowhawks have bright yellow or orangey eyes, long, yellow legs and long
talons. Females are larger than males, as with most birds of prey.
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If you are lucky, you might see birds displaying to each other in early spring, when males
perform a 'rollercoaster' flight, climbing up and diving back down again to impress females.
This bird loves to hunt around garden feeders, flying in at pace and grabbing the small
unsuspecting birds feeding. There are recorded incidents of a female Sparrowhawk which had
captured a Magpie but couldn't subdue it. So the Hawk dragged the Magpie over to the
garden pond and held the Magpies head under water until it had drowned. This shows how
resourceful these birds can be. Numbers are presently at around 35,000 pairs.

Sparrowhawk
Other birds of prey that might be seen passing over the course are, Hobby's, Peregrine
Falcons, Ospreys and if you are really lucky a Merlin.

Merlin
Good golfing.
Barry Sullivan.
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That’s edition number two done and dusted, and I trust that the
standard set by Roger Willis has been maintained.
Members now have very comprehensive sources of
information about their club. This Recorder, the new weekly Newsletter and. of course, the
web site. No excuses for not being in the know! Once again, photographs have been
supplied by Mike Helliwell, Anne Harris, Clive Haywood and others. One or two are my own
work, but I have never claimed to being a photographer. If I have missed anyone, please
accept my apologies.
On a personal note, I started playing golf at the age of 15 whilst still at school in Kingston
upon Thames, when we used to cycle to the public course in Richmond Park with a few clubs
in a very small bag, lashed to our crossbars. From memory, a round for a junior cost either 6d
or 9d. (sixpence or ninepence). I did not take the game seriously until our move to Bedford,
and subsequently joined the Bedfordshire at Biddenham in 1987, where Geoff Major, the then
Captain interviewed me together with the Secretary, Tom Nutt. Quick mathematics show that I
have been a member now for 30 years. That has been the time it has taken me to manage
my first hole in one, which happened on February 25th at the 15th. One golfing ambition
achieved! Also, with a personal interest, it is pleasing to see that the past senior Captains
have been recognised by being given their own board at the top of the stairs in the
Clubhouse. Thanks are due to those who made this happen.
I wish you all a very happy and successful golfing Summer, and look forward to my edition
three in the Autumn.

David Allen
Editor
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