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Firstly, I want to congratulate Past Captain Kevin for leading us
through such a momentous and successful 125th anniversary year
– his commitment to the Captaincy throughout his year was
exemplary and his style and humour so uniquely “him”. He hands
the reins across with the Club in such great shape for which I am
very grateful. It is entirely in keeping with his passion and dedication to our Club that rather
than taking a step back into a passive Past Captain’s role he has immediately volunteered to
rejoin the Competitions Committee and will therefore continue to contribute to the daily life of
our Club. Thanks Kevin, you have much to be very proud of and you’ve been a star.
Following the AGM a couple of weeks ago (and the Ladies and Seniors AGMs shortly before
that), we have a great team in place as we enter 2017. I know that Anne Harris is looking
forward to her year leading the Ladies section and she has already taken the lead in coming
up with new ideas for mixed and social golf for the year ahead. Terry Mizzi is captaining an
ever expanding and successful Seniors section and has a very busy calendar for the year
including a full schedule of competitions, a full social programme and a staggering 25 matches
against other clubs. As a Senior myself, I look forward to joining in many of those competitions
and events.
I am delighted that Jim Godfrey has accepted the Vice Captaincy and in that capacity he has
also taken on the role of organising Mixed Club matches. I’m looking forward to having a lot of
fun alongside Jim this year.
Andy Brown has agreed to stay on as Chair of Greens and continues to gladly accept all the
plaudits on behalf of John Gubb and his team for our wonderful playing conditions. Peter
Wilson is staying on as Chair of House and in close liaison with Ruth Coppock has brought
energy and imagination to our off course social programme. John Haines joins the team as
Chair of Golf & Competitions and I know that he is looking forward to picking up the reigns
from Simon Hicks. Also congratulations are due to John as he has been selected to Captain
the Bedfordshire County Seniors team for this season – good luck in your matches against
other counties in the South East Region.
Last, but by no means least, I’m delighted that Roger Willis has agreed to stay on as our
President for this year. He brings such a calm and measured approach to everything he’s
involved with and acts as a great foil for some of us more “excitable types” who can get a bit
carried away at times. It will be a delight to work with him for the next 12 months.
Alongside a very experienced and now enlarged Management Board, I think I can confidently
say that the management of your Club is in very good hands…………..
I am privileged to be taking on the Captaincy at a time when there is so much that is right
2

about our Club. When so many private members golf clubs are struggling, the key measures
of membership numbers, commercial performance, membership engagement and satisfaction
all do appear to be strong and heading in a positive direction. I think we have a great culture at
our club and I shall do everything I can to protect all that. That said, there are always things
that we can do better and standing still really isn’t an option.
On a more personal level, I am looking forward to a fun year with lots of golf and socialising
and I hope to meet all of you at some point during the year – if you see me on the course or in
the Clubhouse please do come and say hello. I also look forward to working much more
closely with Geraint and all our fabulous staff who work so hard to look after us all in so many
ways. And my year started really well with the Drive In and Lunch at the end of January and it
was great to see the Biddenham Suite full again – a trend I hope we can continue to repeat
regularly through the year.
Happy Golfing

John Simpson
Captain 2017

Captain John wearing his new Captain’s blazer after it had been presented to him by past
Captain Kevin Dunbar at the AGM on Sunday January 29th.
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Last year Clive Haywood and I collaborated on a project to
redesign the Club website. Since then Clive has adeptly
managed this increasingly important aspect of Club culture. It
is now a website that is stylish, relevant, up to date and more
useful to members and visitors. It still retains some of the
good work done by Geraint when it was first designed. If you
have not looked at it recently on either your phone or PC you
will be pleasantly surprised. Clive would welcome interesting
photos of the course or Club events from members.
A new page on the Club website heralds the inaugural Exceptional Service Awards
arranged by the PCC. These awards, made at the recent Captain’s Drive-in Lunch,
recognised the long service and membership of Keith Turner, Alvan Davies and Trevor

Marjorie Hooley receiving the
award for Trevor

Alvan Davies with Peter
Hancock

Keith and Edna Turner
with Roger Willis

Hooley. My special thanks to Marjorie Hooley for attending to accept Trevor’s award and
to Peter Hancock and John Farnworth for making two of the presentations. Those of you
who were unable to attend the ceremony will find full details in the members’ section of
the website. A new honours board will also commemorate each annual award. I was
most grateful to our new Club Captain John Simpson for agreeing to include this event in
his lunch when he presented his wife Sue and Ladies’ Captain, Anne Harris, with
bouquets of flowers and retiring Captain Kevin with the ball he drove over 200 yards
(“into a strong headwind”) last year. John has performed great service to the Club in the
past as Chair of the Board among several other duties and
promises to foster and enjoy much golfing fun in his year. No one
deserves it more. My best wishes to John and Anne in their
captaincy year.
I also wish Terry Mizzi and the rest of the Seniors section
committee a successful 2017 and am delighted to welcome the
appointment of my friend Jim Godfrey as Club Vice Captain.
At the Club’s recent AGM two amendments to the Club rules
were passed. Last year we agreed a revised version of the Club
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Rules. One of the changes was the establishment of a Presidents’ and Club Captains’
Committee (PCC)
This committee has met three times during the year and a number of matters have
arisen that it proposed be corrected.
As a result the AGM agreed
to include the Ladies’ Captain and a member of her committee to the
membership of the PCC.
to redefine the purposes of the PCC to make awards for service rather than
award honorary and life memberships
to disinclude the requirement to refer these decisions to the AGM for approval.
When the Management Board was first instituted in 2002 it was thought important for it
to be a small group as opposed to the much larger General Committee. However the
Board has an increasing workload and if a member is unavailable for a meeting it takes
longer to act in a timely way.
The AGM agreed to increase the membership of the Board by one member and by the
further inclusion of the Vice Captain. The Captain always plays a crucial role in the
Board but understanding the background of past decisions through a two year term of
membership, since many of the most vital take many months to evolve, will be useful.

Finally my profound thanks to David Allen for taking on the Editorship of the “BCG
Recorder”.
:

Captain John & family

Ladies Captain Anne & family

John Drives In – and with much relief gets the ball away
down the 1st fairway. Eddie Hayes wins the cash prize
for his guess of 216 yards.
5

As we sit here looking out of the window at a dank & dreary
February day, it's interesting the number of people, both from within
& outside the Club, who've asked recently "Did we have a good
Christmas break?" or "It must be quiet at this time of year for you?".
December & January are two of the busiest months for the catering team in particular as there
are so many formal functions / events that happen around the change of Captaincy & AGM
that they are rushed off their feet...indeed, since the beginning of December, they will have
served up for over 40 different events of varying sizes...only being closed on Christmas
Day...so if you see Peter the chef, give him a pat on the back for the way he's co-ordinated
things to bring consistently good service to you, the Members.
The weather this winter has been kinder (so far!), so the course has remained open & much
more playable than in the past few years, which means that John & his crew are doing more
work out there than is normal for this time of year too - and they really do appreciate it when
the Members pass on their best wishes, as it helps keep them in good spirits during the cold,
miserable conditions they endure to keep the course in tip-top condition for you.
The major event at this time of year is of course the Captain's Drive In - and new Captain, John
Simpson, tee'd off his year more in expectation than in Hope as his shot sailed "Straight down
the middle", some 220yds - a good sign for the year to come...as we continue to plough a
steady course in the quest for the Club's long term stability.
When we think we're making positive strides, there are always fresh challenges that come up
to try to throw us off track, such as electricity metering issues or changes in environmental
regulations, which change how we have to do things - but at least we're in much better shape
to react & deal with things these days, without noticeable or significant impact to the
Membership.
After the 125th Anniversary year, the last thing that 2017 is going to be is flat & uninteresting there are lots of positive plans afoot, to ensure that the Club is running better than ever and,
like you, I'm looking forward to the new season with great anticipation.

Geraint Dixon
General Manager & Head Professional
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So, Christmas is out of the way, the AGM has been and gone, the
new Captain Simpson has driven-in, surely time for a bit of a rest.
And then the email arrives. Oi, Chairman, where’s your Recorder
article?
At least it’s an opportunity to give an update on where we are in
the new financial year and a quick recap on last year. For the
year ended 30th September 2016, the Club reported a trading
surplus of £47k., although the accounts show an expense
commitment of £26k for new pathways (see note 14 of the
Accounts) which would then have shown a surplus of £21k.
Following on from the very good years to September 2014 and 2015, this is, once again an
encouraging performance.
Total income to 9/16 decreased by some 2.5%, however, some of this was due to a change in
the operation of the Driving Range. During 2016 this area of the Club has been completely
redeveloped by Geraint Dixon, who holds a licence to operate the Range, and now provides a
much improved facility to members and visitors alike. The Club receives a rental income, but
the range ball income previously included in the Club accounts is now not part of Club revenue.
One of the major reasons for the continued good financial results is the increase in
Subscriptions. You continue to read that golf clubs are suffering from reduced membership and
a number of clubs are being forced to close down. Our Subs line continues to increase. That is
down to two main reasons, I believe. The first is we are able to continue to invest in our assets,
the course and the clubhouse. As far as we can the Management Board will continue with that
policy. The second reason is due to the welcome new members receive within the club. It is
very pleasing to hear stories from new members about the welcome they receive upon joining
and long may that continue.
As always, the Management Board is aware that the balance between loss and surplus can
very easily tip the other way. Costs will always be kept under control in line with our revenue
streams, but the philosophy of investment to attract additional revenues will be maintained as
far as we can.
We are working to an agreed budget for the financial year 2016/17. The budget once again
shows a surplus at the end of the year, which will allow for some continued development both
to the course and clubhouse. The first three months of the year have gone well and to date we
are ahead of the budget with the summer still to come. This is an encouraging place to be, as
for the similar period last year we were behind on the budget but still managed to produce a
very good set of financial results.
There are some initial plans to redevelop the toilets and changing areas for both the men’s and
ladies areas. At this stage it is unclear as to the timescale for this work or indeed the nature of
work which will be allowed by planning. Further details will be issued to the Membership as
and when firm details are available.
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For those of you who attended the recent AGM, there have been a couple of changes to the
structure of the Management Board. Decisions taken by the Board often have far-reaching
financial implications and a few times over the past few years it was felt that it would be useful
to garner opinion from a few additional members to reinforce a decision. To that end, changes
to the Club Rules now allow for two additional Board members, namely a third elected member
and the current vice-captain.
Tony Ciampa has stepped down from his role on the Board and his place has been filled by
Clive Haywood, who, for the past couple of years has been co-opted to the Board to deal with
Advertising and Marketing. The additional member elected at the AGM is Barry Sullivan, who
will bring his many years worth of member experience to the table, along with his balcony and
bridge-building skills. The third new member will be the current vice-captain, Jim Godfrey.
We feel this gives a strong representation to the Board, the makeup of which consists of the
above appointments along with Geraint Dixon, Gerald Bygraves, Roger Willis, John Simpson
and myself.
As mentioned at the AGM, once again, the club has had a very positive financial year.
However, it is not just about the bottom line. That’s important as it allows the Board to invest in
the infrastructure, but there is more to the club than the golf. It is the feeling of being part of a
successful project and being in a welcoming, friendly environment. We can all take credit for
that and it’s a hugely important factor in the continued success of Bedfordshire Golf Club
Steve Coppock
Chair BGC Management Board

Tree in winter garb adjacent to 8th green.
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The greenstaff have been kept busy this winter carrying out lots of construction projects, such
as preparing the new, and replacement paths to the 2 nd and 18th tees, and the halfway house
and toilet area. These have now been completed and look much better than before. While we
had the mini digger on site we also completed clearing out the old drainage ditch behind the
13th green, as well as to attempt a repair to the leak in the 14 th pond, only time will tell if we
have been successful with this problem.

Another large project this winter has been the tree thinning to all the plantations on both
courses, we have removed another 10 % of the trees. This will help to create more space for
the remaining trees to grow and flourish, allow more light into the areas for healthier grass
growth, and space for the mowing equipment, as well as allowing the golfer to locate their golf
balls much easier!
We have now purchased our own stump grinder to remove the remaining stumps and this
process of removing them, and reseeding the areas left, will now be completed over the next
few weeks.
The team have also continued with bunker drainage work to some of the problem bunkers on
the course. Over the past 10 years we have carried out drainage work to 36 of the bunkers,
some having to be revisited as they are positioned where more washouts and sand
contamination occur.
Other work has included raising the sunken drainage lines on the 4 th fairway, trimming the
hedges, clearing tree debris, refurbishing the oak signage posts, painting coloured marker
posts and benches.
The team also have helped replace the bridge spanning the brook on the 9 hole course, this
was certainly a one off task but shows what an adaptable team we have here at the golf club.
We also have had to work in the club house and surrounding areas to undertake essential
renovation work following a landlord’s report.
We have also carried out aeration work to all the greens, tees, approaches, and fairways, and
will continue with as many aeration practices as possible to help encourage healthy root
growth, and keep good oxygen levels in the root zone. The course grass areas which were
chemically treated, and thinned out last autumn, have responded well to the renovation work
and many of the newly seeded areas have repaired really well.
A number of contractors have been used out on the course recently, our team do the majority
of the work around the club and course, but occasionally outside companies are required. This
year we have worked closely with the team who laid the new rubber pathway material, a
specialist contractor who undertakes all the fairway aeration and a tree surgeon who has
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carried essential pruning work to some of the more mature trees around the course.
The club again entered the 2016 environmental awards and received a highly commended
certificate, as well as a course visit from the competition judges, which helps us all further our
knowledge and expertise on all things environmental.
Dean has been servicing, and repairing all the equipment in the department ready for the new
season. Again this year he has had Will and Ben helping him out. This helps to train them to
use our specialist in-house equipment and experience another side of our jobs as greenstaff.
Ben Clark has also started working towards his level 3 greenkeeping qualification with
Oakland’s College.
The weather recently has not been the best, with very few opportunities to move the tee
markers and holes. Please can I ask you to try to avoid walking in the same places on the
course as this can cause compaction, and smearing, and limit the grass coverage.
With only a month left until the tee markers are returned to their more usual spots, the rest
given to high density wear areas and the extra play given to the more underused areas during
the playing season really helps the tees. We do appreciate it can become a little worn,
especially in periods of heavy frost when markers cannot be relocated easily, but it’s important
to remember that as a club we do not have to use any artificial winter tee mats, and get to play
from the main tees twelve months of the year.
It is also essential to keep on top of repairing pitch marks as the greens are generally softer at
this time of year and are more susceptible to damage and disease, also using the divot bags
provided on the 1st tee also helps to repair damage out on the fairways even at this time of the
year we still get some growth days.
John Gubb
Course Manager

Misty morning picture taken from the 10th tee in early January.
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A new golfing year is well and truly underway and I am sure like me
you are all looking forward to those long summer days at Stagsden. I
would like to take this opportunity to say how much I am looking
forward to working with the Competitions team who have been doing a
terrific job in recent years not only running a very successful
competition calendar but also managing handicaps for both the
existing and new members. I would also like to thank our Captain for his support for this
opening article for the Recorder (He wrote it!).
The late Autumn and Winter months are generally quieter for competitions as the following
table will show (and we haven’t had a Presentation Event since the last Recorder so apologies
for a dearth of photo’s):
2016 Autumn/Winter Competitions
Texas Scramble

Winner(s)
Mark Johnson; Richard Stevenson;

October Medal

Div 1 - Anthony Scanlon

Yellow Ball

Overall and Div 2 – Tom Coles
Carl Blundell; Owen Caves & Wayne

Yellow Ball – best 2 of 4
November Stableford
November Greensome Stableford
November Medal

Paul Adaway; Ian Barber; Craig
Fletcher & Derek Spadaccini
Eddie Hayes
Anthony Scanlon & Trevor Stone
Overall and Div 1 – Jason Young

Whiskey Shotgun
Fish & Fowl (Mixed)
9 Hole Stableford
January Stableford
January Medal

Div 2 – Rob Sparks
David Owen & John Simpson
Anne Harris & John Simpson
Graham Crawford
Ben Farrer
Overall and Div 1 – Wayne Smith

AGM Singles Stableford
Captains Drive-In

Div 2 – Adrian Wareing
Anthony McCarthy
Men’s – Raj Matu & Phil Powell

As you will all recall, golfing conditions throughout the autumn and early winter were very
favourable resulting in large fields for all the competitions and some very impressive results.
The long hitting 4 ball of Johnson, Stevenson, Young & Young achieved a notable net 56.4 in a
Texas Scramble in October with 10 gross birdies between them. Then in the October medal we
had 3 players score net 66 (Owen Caves; Glen Anderson & Bryan Lewin), 2 players score net
65 (Anthony McCarthy and Anthony Scanlon) however they were all eclipsed by Tom Coles
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who steamed in with a net 58 (to earn himself a cut of 4.5) – Tom was as stunned and
speechless by his score as everyone else.
And 2017 started off in similar vein with a singles stableford on the 8 th Jan – Conor Kavanagh
(gross 69 – wow!) and Peter Pacifici scored 43 points each and Ben Farrer scored a brilliant 45
points. And then the winter weather arrived in some style and a singles stableford was played
on AGM day with the entire course covered in a hoar frost and the greens as hard as concrete
– most of us thought conditions were close to impossible, but Anthony McCarthy mastered the
conditions and was a very popular winner with an amazing 40 points.
A partial thaw left most greens unplayable for the Captains Drive
in 4BBB (so rare at our Club) and 12 temporary greens were in
operation. Anthony McCarthy (clearly the form player of the
winter) and his partner Peter Langton scored a very impressive
48 points, but after a 3 way count back only managed 4 th, with
Harry O’Dell and Luke Partridge 3rd and David Owen and Neil
Tabraham 2nd, but pipping them all were Raj Matu and Phil
Powell with 49 points (who clearly loved those bucket holes!).
Remarkably there were also 24 twos – not much of a cash payout there then.
The only knock out settled in the period since the last publication
was the 2016 Gale Salvers where Matt Lea and Rob Sparks beat
Iain MacFarlane and Les Sharman in the final.

4BBB winners. Raj Matu &
Phil Powell.

Mentioned in the last edition of The Recorder but without a
photograph, were the winners of The Four Ball Tankards, David
Owen and John Simpson.

I look forward to sharing in
some magical Stagsden
golfing moments in the
coming year and to helping
with any golfing handicap
issues that may arise, please
feel free to approach me.
Good luck to all for the
coming season!

John Haines
John Haines

Chair of Golf and Competitions
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Welcome to a new year in Bedfordshire Golf Club long history with a
new Club Captain John Simpson, and Ladies Captain Anne Harris now
settled into their year of office and who are jointly keen to promote
social engagement throughout the club.
Reflecting on the festive season of December and January you may be surprised to learn that
the catering and bar staff along with our events manger, Ruth Coppock, and our admin staff
managed 38 events and served over a thousand meals, with four of those events attended by
well over a hundred people. Of these events 23 were for various club functions including
Seniors brunch, BOGs verses Late arrivals and BYGAMYST lunch enjoyed by 90 players with
an entertaining introduction from John Farnworth, an enjoyable TATs Christmas lunch for 40
players , Black Tie New Year’s Eve party where 80 members and partners enjoyed seeing the
New Year in, The Committee and Past Captains Black Tie dinner where participants enjoyed
entertaining speeches from Both the club Captain and Ladies captain, along with many other
club events too numerous to mention here. And in the same period the staff managed fifteen
events catering for external patrons. They are to be complimented for their outstanding efforts
and commitment during the period. These events sometimes put extreme pressure on the staff
and consequently there were a couple of occasions when events interfered with normal service
at the bar; hopefully the membership will recognise their great contribution made to the club
catering for these functions and forgive the small occurring inconveniences.
One event in particular worth mentioning is the Christmas Lunch and Charity Draw attended by
some 120 members, partners and friends on Sunday the 18 th December. We should applaud
our outgoing Captains Kevin Dunbar and our very own HM Lord Lieutenant of Bedfordshire Helen Nellis, Ladies Captain, who kindly hosted the event and personally contributed a number
of prizes which raised more than £1900 to share between their respective charities – Help For
Heroes and MS Therapy Centre. Also we thank Ann Harris who kindly provided seasonal table
decorations which added to the occasion. This was an extremely enjoyable occasion with
entertainment being provided by the Fusion Youth Singers - ages ranging from 5 to 12, see
picture below. My particular favourite was their rendition of ‘Any Dream Will Do’ from the very
popular show ‘Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat’ – truly delightful. We were also
treated to a very witty and entertaining Christmas message from Nick Willis. In all a very joyful
event with a great meal in great company which hopefully we will be able to repeat with equal
success during the festive season at the end of 2017.
Now moving onto 2017 and a few events we are planning. As a result of the survey work we
conducted last year with the Nick Sparrow, we are endeavouring to provide a little more variety
to our social events and thus John Simpson took the initiative to combine Burns Supper with St
Patrick’s and run the event as Celtic night between the two traditional dates on March 4th , only
a few days from this publication of the recorder. The evening promises to be very enjoyable
with a popular local Irish band booked, Life of Riley, whom we are assured will get everyone
dancing. We also have a piper coming along to play some stirring Scottish songs and tunes and
who will also pipe in the Haggis. Norman McQueen has kindly agreed to recite Burns Ode to
the Haggis. There will also be some Welsh themes during the evening. Peter, our chef, has
created a menu offering a selection of fare from the three Nations. If any member is still
interested in coming along we hopefully will be able to accommodate you.
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Other events of note that have been planned during 2017 include:
Saturday 18th March a friendly round of golf followed by curry watching England Vs
Ireland rugby
Quiz night on Friday March 31st with Steve Coppock kindly taking on the role of
Question Master
St George’s day on Sunday 23rd April, a shotgun start for Gale Salvers qualifying
followed by traditional English lunch.
The Deacon cup with a black tie dinner on Saturday 27th May followed by a medal
round on Sunday morning.

8th July a family fun day Golf followed by a BBQ which will include academy
members.
Another event of particular note for your diaries is planned during the Bedfordshire Festival
Weekend, when on the evening of Saturday July 15th we are lucky to have the Soul Man
entertainer booked. This is a very popular local performer whom we discovered tends to be
booked over a year in advance. We are proposing making this a very casual informal evening
with a BBQ/buffet located outside the Biddenham Suite leaving plenty of space within for
mixing and dancing to your favorite soul music.
There are other events planned where we are trying to blend golf with social functions. In this
regard we are thankful to Anne Harris for taking the initiative to schedule some additional
social golf events through the year — the first of these is on Saturday 18th February and will
be organised on the day by Jane & Phil Anderson. Details on the social notice board.
One last person to be thanked for contributing to the social events is David Allen who has
kindly been working away in the background providing his support by producing the posters
advertising the various events.
If any of you have ideas that you believe would be popular among the members, and also if
you have any feedback that you would like to share from an event in which you participated,
we would welcome hearing from you, and therefore please don’t hesitate to contact me via the
general office and I would be pleased to meet with you to discuss.
Warm regards Peter Wilson

The Fusion Youth Singers
who performed at the Charity
Lunch
just
prior
to
Christmas.
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Bedfordshire County Golf
The fixture calendar for the 2017 season has been published and can be seen on:
Bedfordshire County Golf Union’s website at bedsgolfunion.org.uk. The list is also pinned to
the county notice board in the foyer.
The main events are ..........
County Foursomes

Leighton Buzzard

April 30th

County A Colts and B Championship

South Beds

June 3rd & 4th

County Fourball

Dunstable Downs

July 30th

County Seniors

Bedford & County

July 3rd

Mixed Foursomes

South Beds

October 1st

County Events are very well run and suit all golfers. The organisation; prizes; catering and golf
are all of a high order. Please make an effort to enter and represent our club.
Our winter scratch foursomes team has a new captain in Richard Stevenson. I wish him very
well. From what I can see, this year’s team seems to have a mixed blend of evergreen and
younger golfers, all with lots of enthusiasm and team spirit.
They have so far played two and halved two matches.
The Club’s senior scratch team (over 55 yr) is just two wins away from making the final this
year. Captain Barry Sullivan is someone to look up to because he is quite tall. Seriously, he is
doing a great job but is in need of a good PA.
The county dinner held at Leighton Buzzard GC in November was another great success with
ten members attending from our club. The after dinner speaker was Peter McGovern, once
head pro in charge of the Belfry. It was a great shame that Seve.. AKA.. Derek Field, our Midhandicap league captain was not able to collect the winners cup after cruelly losing out on a
triple tie-break.
The draw for the Mid –handicap competition is made at the AGM. I believe Seve has agreed
to captain the side once again. We have also entered two teams for the summer scratch
league. Billy Wheeler will captain the A team as he did last year. Nigel Fordham haas agreed
to take on the B team captaincy and we wish him well in that new role. Good luck to both
teams in the season ahead.
The county AGM is taking place on 22nd February at Leighton Buzzard GC.
At present, our Club does not have any representatives on the county committee.
If anybody is interested in becoming involved in the county set up I will be more than happy to
help them. It is many years since we had representation and therefore influence at county
level.

Les Sharman
Les Sharman
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A Slightly Different Nature Report for Spring 2017.
A tribute to a Great Adopted Bedfordian
Sir Percy Malcolm Stewart

To make a change in this edition of the Recorder, I'm going to pay tribute to a great
philanthropist, who due to his generous work and planning created something far ahead of its
time, the like of which will probably, never be seen again.
Due to the model village he created at Stewartby and the clay pits surrounding the area, it
was where my interest of wildlife, in particular birds began.
Sir Percy Malcolm Stewart was born in May 1872 and died on the 27th February 1951
aged 79 and during this time he achieved a great deal, a lot of which is still in evidence today.
The main part of his life that interests me, is from the 1920's when he incorporated, along
with his father, Sir Halley Stewart, The London Brick Company, bringing together all the brick
making companies in the area under one company. It was to become the largest brick making
company in the United Kindom.
The family lived in Luton at Bramingham Shott Estate, their home went on to become Luton
Museum and the estate Wardown Park. In 1934, Sir Malcolm bought The Lodge at Sandy
where he had an outside swimming pool built in the extensive gardens of his estate. On his
death The Lodge passed to his son, Sir Ronald Stewart and was subsequently sold to the
RSPB. The Lodge is now the head quarters of the RSPB and the area has been turned over
to the welfare of all types of wildlife but in particular birds. The site is open to the public and
the swimming pool can still be seen in the garden, however it is now a large nature pond.!!!
One of his achievements was the building of the village of Stewartby and his thoughts in
respect to the care for the people who worked for him, not only when they were in service, but
long after they had retired. He introduced welfare, holidays with pay and pension schemes
along with consultation meetings with his staff and ran a profit sharing scheme. These actions
were way ahead of his time and showed his care in respect to his staff. In fact his strong
beliefs in helping the underprivileged of his time, resulted in him being selected by Ramsey
MacDonalds Labour Govournment of 1934 to be a Special Commissioner, with the remit of
trying to reduce unemployment.
The village was built as a result of the Oxford Clay Belt which runs from Oxford through to
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Peterborough. The area was originally made up of two farms, Wootton Pillinge and Broadmead
Pillinge. Brick making had been in progress since 1897 but on a very small scale, with clay
being removed from very close to the chimneys that you can see today.
In 1926, Stewart proceeded to build a village, which would house workers employed within his
business, the village became known as Stewartby in 1936.
The original village then, consisted of Churchill Close and a War Memorial Village Hall, built in
the memory of local villagers who had died in the First World war. This Hall was designed E
Vincent Harris a renown architect of his time, the other houses were designed by Mr F W
Walker who was employed by the Company in the architects department. In 1936, three more
large squares of houses, again named after prominent war heroes, Alexander, Wavell and
Montgomery were added, along with all the houses in Stewartby Way.

Stewartby War Memorial Village Hall.
With his strong beliefs in respect to work
force welfare, he proceeded to build the
following, a Swimming Pool, Working
Mans Club, Sports Pavilion and a School.
The Working Mans Club had a snooker
room and changing rooms to support all
the sporting facilities. The school,
designed by Oswald P Milne, catered for
all ages from 5 through to 16 and is still
going strong now, 80 years after it was
first opened. Football, Cricket and Tennis
courts were laid out along with a Bowls
Club and sports field. All workers and
their families were encouraged to take part
in sports, with a yearly finals night being
held in the village club.
To be eligible to live in the houses in Stewartby at that time, you would have had to have been
employed by the LBC, which at that time would have been good for the Stewart family, as they
had a secure and consistent work force. One of the houses was allocated to the Police, with a
PC and his family living in the community, another lived in by the local Vicar.
The houses are very well built and possess large gardens for their occupants to garden on a
large scale. Within the works a Gardening club was run selling everything budding gardeners
would need to enable them to grow all types of vegetables.
In 1952, in coalition with the council, further houses were built to the east of the village and it
was in one of these houses, that I was born in. I lived there up until I got married and moved to
Houghton Conquest, which is where I live now. My father was very interested in nature and with
his encouragement I began my lifelong interest in the local wildlife.
As a boy, you couldn't have lived in a better environment than Stewartby and its surrounding
areas, which were mostly old clay pits, wastelands or farm lands. The wildlife reflected this
varied landscape, with a great amount of differing bird species to be found, along with many
types of animals. It was like having four our five nature reserves on your doorstep.
It was in 1945 that Sir Malcolm Stewart created probably his greatest charitable deed, he set up
a trust, the idea of which was to build Old Peoples Bungalows for his retired work force, this
trust was called " The Sir Malcolm Stewart Homes Trust".
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He wanted to be able to relieve the burden of rent and rates on his " Old Servants of the
Company" in their retirement. Any worker who had completed a certain amount of years in
service, would be eligible for a bungalow and would be able to live there rent and rates free,
and have a full time warden to keep an eye on them.
A common room was also built, designed by Sir Albert Richardson, who lived in Ampthill from
1919 until his death in 1964.

The Common Room at the Trust Homes.
The great sadness for Sir Malcolm
and his family was, that he didn't
live long enough to see the result of
his generosity as the first batch of
24 bungalows weren't built until
1955. Over the next 23 years a
further 62 dwellings were built using
the monies from his trust, all of
which can be seen today.
Some of the newer bungalows are
being sold off leasehold now, to
enable the trust to keep the older
properties in good repair. Some 66
years after his death, the older
properties are still being allocated to
people who worked for the LBC, what a great legacy to have created.

The Stewartby village sign
showing the Stewart Tartan.
The other great result of the trust was,
that when the LBC was sold to
Hansons, the asset stripper couldn't
get his hands on the trust houses.
He was truly a great man, the likes of
which will probably never be seen
again.

Good Golfing.
Barry Sullivan.
PS On Thursday 26th January whilst playing the 2nd Hole a Woodcock
flew out of the small pond on the left of the fairway, so there are birds
about!!!!!!
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Fun, Friendship and Fantastic Golf!
It seems amazing that a whole year has gone by since I tentatively took my first drive as
Ladies Captain. It has been a real privilege to hold this post in the 125th Anniversary year of
our fantastic club, and it has been very much a team effort. The members of the Ladies
Committee as well as many other members, have provided much wise guidance, helpful ideas
and huge enthusiasm to help us celebrate in style and grow the Ladies Section. I believe that
we have increased the number of women members by 12% and it has been delightful to
welcome so many fun and talented new friends to the club.
Since the last edition of the Recorder, there has been a lot of action, which I have been
pleased to report on in my monthly newsletters, which are now available on our web page.

Some special highlights:
We finally have the new Ladies Championship Cup kindly donated by anonymous donors, the
Club Captain, the club and the Ladies Section. It replaces a rather worn-out cup which has
been won for fourteen years by the amazing Sally Shaylor.
Next year’s Ladies Captain, Anne Harris, was awarded the Bedfordshire Volunteer of the Year
and was well-supported by members as she received her certificate from the County.
The weather became more wintery as Autumn progressed but it did not diminish the
enthusiasm of the ladies for their regular golf and social events:
December saw ladies and gentlemen putting up the xmas decorations together with lots of
laughter and mince pies.
A raucous Ladies Xmas Dinner took place with games, singing and poetry recitation. It was all
quite exhausting, but hugely memorable!
Captain Kevin and I were
overwhelmed
by
the
response to our Charity
Xmas Lunch and draw. It
was a full-house with 120
people attending, enjoying
entertainment by Fusion
singers and an amusing
speech by Nick Willis. Prizes
were donated by easy jet,
The Duchess of Bedford and
others and The MS Therapy
Centre and Help for Heroes
(our charities of the year)
gained £1900 as a result of
your generosity. In addition,
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a whip round for the youth group, Fusion, raised £340. I am pleased
to report that overall this year, the ladies have raised £3600 for the
MS Therapy Centre. Your generosity is outstanding and the charity
will be incredibly grateful for this donation.
The Monicos arranged another annual Fish and Fowl competition
with a table heaving with various poultry and marine creatures. I
disgraced myself totally by coming last, but will always treasure my
ball marker!
Finally, the Ladies Committee gathered at my house for a bit of lunch
and a time to reflect on a year that passed all too quickly. It was
amazing how many anecdotes brought smiles to our faces as we
remembered the highs (and a couple of lows!) of 2016.
Sheila
Fairey
with the Kimbolton Cup awarded
to the winner of
the
annual
match
between
the Lady Captain
a n d
t h e
Sercretary.

Captain Kevin and I have thoroughly enjoyed our time working
together during this 125th Anniversary. We have relished the
wonderfully friendly atmosphere and the increasing number of
members who are willing to step forward to help us take the club
forward. Our course goes from strength to strength and the warm
hospitality from our staff means that our club is rapidly becoming the
club of choice in Bedfordshire.
As the bells rang out to bring in the New Year at the club, I reflected
on how lucky I am to have found so many new friends as a result of
taking up golf. This has been a busy, but very happy year for me and
I wish Anne Harris, your new Ladies Captain, my very best wishes for
an enjoyable and successful year.

The Xmas tree just before Kevin knocked it down!
Au revoir!
Helen
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Late News from Helen Nellis:
125th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS OF BEDFORDSHIRE GOLF
CLUB SUPPORT MS THERAPY CENTRE
Kay Taylor, Chair of the MS Therapy Centre in Bedford and members of the Centre were delighted to receive a cheque for £3777 from Helen Nellis, last year's Ladies Captain at Bedfordshire Golf Club. Also Patron and HM Lord-Lieutenant of
Bedfordshire, Helen Nellis said "The members of our Golf Club had great fun during our 125th Anniversary year, raising funds for this incredible organisation which
was our charity of the year. Everyone appreciates the tremendous difference the
MS Therapy Centre makes to so many families. We wanted to use our motto of
"Fun, Friendship and Fantastic Golf" to inspire us to raise as much money as we
could.
Kay Taylor commented: the members of the Centre are very grateful for the support of Bedfordshire Golf Club. We all work hard here to enable people living with
MS to lead fulfilling lives as independently as possible. We are proud of the professional and compassionate services we provide and, like the Ladies Section of
the Golf Club, see Fun and Friendship as a vital part of our lives!
The MS Therapy Centre has been running for 30 years and covers Bedfordshire
and Northamptonshire.
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Acceptance Speech by the new
Lady Captain

LADIES CAPTAIN 2017

It’s an honour to be your Ladies Captain for the second time at Bedfordshire Golf Club.
What I would love to know is how did Helen find the time to be our Captain, mixing her own
business with Lord Lieutenant of the County, I am looking for answers so I can reach her high
standards.(any ideas)
This has been a very busy year as it was our Clubs 125th Anniversary with all the events that
involved and Helen has stepped up to the mark at every event.
We have several sections within the club and there will be more Social golf so look on the
notice board in the entrance hall for information. There will also be another roll up on a
Thursday at 10:30 for late risers, which Jean Brown has said she will organize by sending an
email to members as does Judi for the Saturday roll up which will continue.
The club has updated its web site which is now very user friendly thanks to Jane Anderson,
Annette Browne and Clive Haywood have a look it’s good.
This is a great golf club to be a member of; it’s very supportive during the good times and
sad.
At the moment we have no Vice Captain please think about it and if you feel you would like to
volunteer then let me know, we do not want the ladies to be absorbed into the men’s which
could happen if we cannot manage our own section.
During the year your committee runs the Ladies section and it’s all voluntary if you feel there
is anything you can do to help with the smooth running of the Ladies Section then please
come and talk to me I don’t bite, well not often.
On a lighter note
The away break is 7th & 8th of September at Lakeside Lodges Cambridgeshire about 35 miles
from here, I look forward to seeing a large number of you there and ladies it is a flat course
and buggies are available, further information will follow.

I look forward to Great Golf with Great Friends and hope we have a Great Year at our great
Club.

Anne Harris
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Well Greetings, and firstly let me state how honoured and proud I
am to be your Seniors Captain. Although the new Golfing Season
has yet to really start, already almost one third of my Captaincy
has passed. But as previous Captains have stated, now the fun
really begins…….so let the good times start and lets honour the
traditions of the Seniors Section, and have fun, in a great social
environment.

I thought I would start my first report with a perfect statement on
Golf, made by the late Arnold Palmer
"Golf is deceptively simple and endlessly complicated. A child can play it well and a grown
man/woman can never master it. Any single round of it is full of unexpected triumphs and
perfect shots that end in disaster. It is almost a science, yet is a puzzle without an answer. it is
gratifying and tantalising, precise and unpredictable; it requires complete concentration
and total relaxation. it satisfies the soul and frustrates the intellect. It is at the same time
rewarding and maddening - and it is without doubt the greatest game mankind has ever
invented."
I firmly believe all our enjoyment and frustrations are embedded within this short paragraph,
and still we all return week after week for more fun, frustration and the never ending wheel of
fortune called Golf.
I would like to congratulate Past Seniors Captain Brian Ralph, on handing over the Seniors
Section in an excellent condition with a growing and extremely vibrant membership. Included is
a picture of Brian handing over his cheque to the Warwickshire Air Ambulance Charity, a
princely sum of £840………….well done Brian.
Since the start of my Captaincy, we have completed 2016, with the traditional Seniors
Christmas Nine Hole Competition and Festive Lunch, together with our first raffle of my
Captaincy. Thanks to your generous contributions the Seniors Section raised £242, for my
chosen charity of Willen Hospice. The competition was very well supported with 62 Seniors
taking part. Two prizes
were awarded both with
a stableford score of 21
points. Nick Serrecchia
winning the 18 and
below handicap prize
and
John
Coulson
winning the over 18
handicap, well done to
both.
Our
first
competition of 2017, has
been completed, a four
club 18 hole stableford.
The winner with 35
points
was
Nick
Sparrow, second was
Bill Palour with 34 points
and third was Chris
Brown also with 34
points, just losing on
count back. 37 Seniors
played
the
first
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competition of 2017, in spite of the freezing conditions, many thanks for an excellent turn-out.
All of our Seniors Subscriptions are now in, with a new membership level of 168, as I write this
report. However I am already aware of several new members who intend to join, once their
current membership has expired. So the new target of 170 members should be reached during
Q1.
The Seniors Booklet has now been printed and is available from a document holder on the
Seniors Wall in the Men’s Changing Room. An email has been sent to all members explaining
availability. This proves to be a popular booklet with the Seniors, spelling out all the Senior
Competitions, Inter Club Matches and also Social Events. The take up so far has been very
good and the feedback on the Booklet very positive.
After Clive Haywood’s excellent work on revamping the Club Website, the Seniors have taken
over responsibility for the Seniors Section within the Website. And details of how to join the
Seniors Section, along with a listing of the Senior Officers for 2017, have been posted. In
addition the full Seniors Diary/Events Calendar has also been added to the website showing all
the competitions, matches and events for 2017. Links have been added to show the results of
this month’s competition, and all further competitions will be added. Once the competition has
been played the event will be struck through on the events listing showing the competition has
been completed. Commencing in March, we start the 25 Inter Club Matches all the results of
these Club Matches will also be posted. All of the Senior social events during 2017 will also be
highlighted in advance to give members plenty of notice prior to the registration sheets being
placed on the Seniors Wall.
Included in this report is a picture of our latest Trophy. The trophy called the Absent Friends
Trophy, will be played starting in November 2017. This will not be a new competition but
married with the existing Yellow Tee Stableford, planned for November 6th 2017. This is also
special as it coincides with Remembrance Weekend. It will be followed
by a Lite Lunch, and the chance to reflect on past friendships and
happy times.
February, starts to ramp up the Seniors Competitions, with four
competitions programmed.
13 Hole Stableford,
Greensomes,
Pairs Better Ball
Yellow Tee Stableford.
The Draw for the Stephenson Cup.
In March we start the Inter Club Matches, with our first match at Home
to our near neighbours The Bedford GC. Last year we saw many
Seniors listing their names to play, and I hope many of you will once
again support me and the Seniors Section in representing our Club. In
2017 we will play 25 matches, 13 at Home and 12 Away. So please list
your names once the respective team sheets go up on the Seniors Wall, and let’s make 2017,
a record year for Seniors participation.
Lastly, we have seen our membership ranks grow, from existing members moving into the plus
55 age bracket, and also many new Seniors who have recently joined the Club. One of the
greatest assets of our Club, is the open, welcoming and friendly greeting we give to all new
members. Please can I ask all of you, when meeting our new members to help them integrate
into the Club, its traditions, playing formats, various roll-up mid-week societies, and the
friendship that exists within the Bedfordshire GC.
Best wishes for 2017

Terry Mizzi
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OBITUARIES
Trevor Hooley
There are a few very special people who, as members of
institutions, whether public services or sports clubs, find a way
to give far more than they take; find a way to serve a
community unselfishly and loyally and to improve it. Trevor
was undoubtedly such a man.

Trevor was a highly regarded teacher who showed his potential teaching qualities while at the
newly opened Nottingham Training College. Entering the college in 1960 he broke the mould
by insisting on taking two special subjects instead of one, Maths & Geography as well as
Education. He ultimately gained a distinction in all three. Much more important was the good
fortune of meeting a fellow maths student called Marjorie who was also in the very first intake
of students to the college. They had both been raised in families that had moved frequently
from place to place, Marjorie following her father’s long Army career until he was posted to
Nottingham and Trevor the working life of his printer father which ended up in Kempston.
In 1963 Trevor’s first post was to be as a Maths teacher at Robert Bruce School in Kempston
though Marjorie remained in Nottingham. Thankfully he survived a serious traffic accident
when he was knocked from his motorcycle on one of his journeys to see Marjorie. In 1964
they married and Marjorie joined Trevor in Bedfordshire taking a teaching post at Balliol Junior
School until Claire and Jo, their daughters, came along and she left teaching for ten years.
Meanwhile Trevor’s ability soon resulted in promotion and within four years he was Head of
Maths. He loved his work at Robert Bruce and was steadily promoted until he became Deputy
Headteacher. He could undoubtedly have moved on to a Headship but declined to do so
preferring his role in the school. The fact that Marjorie had returned to teaching at Robert
Bruce as a year 6 class teacher may well have added to his attachment. He was deeply
involved in all aspects of school; his school and his pupils. So he remained in their service for
35 years.
In the 1990’s he and Marjorie would have something else to share as when their two girls had
grown she took up golf herself. A golfing rivalry was sparked when she had the temerity to win
the Ashes with Geoff Howlett in 1996. Trevor needed Edna Turner’s help to respond with a
win in 2003.
Trevor had joined Bedfordshire Golf Club in 1972. He had a unique golf swing the result of a
childhood accident. At age 11 he had broken his arm badly and it was forever after crooked.
He had been told at that time that he could not now expect to play any sport. But typically he
found his own path and as a golfer became very competent and competitive. Many of you will
have discovered that he was also a very knowledgeable golfer, understanding golfing
etiquette, the complexities of the rulebook and the current handicapping system better than
anyone. But above all he was great fun to play golf with. He had a mischievous sense of
humour enjoying tales of golfing mishaps but also very willing to laugh at himself.
Trevor retired from teaching in July 1998 and within 10 days he had been co-opted to act as
Club General Manager thus, somewhat to his chagrin, missing out on his six weeks of
summer holidays. He performed this task admirably and without salary until the new manager
was appointed. Those of you closely involved in Club affairs in the years just before and after
the move to Stagsden will know just how challenging those times were.
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Trevor became Club Captain in 2002. It is often said that each Club Captain has his share of
issues to cope with but Trevor and his team were beset with serious financial and staffing
problems. Trevor made great sacrifices in the pursuit of the survival of the club and his many
other Captain's duties. It seemed that whenever there was a "crisis" Trevor was one of the
first to help. As we now know the crises of the early Stagsden years were overcome - just.
The debt we all owe to Trevor for his part in doing so should always be remembered.
Later on Trevor became the shining light of the Seniors Section as its secretary. Those of us
who worked closely with him came to know that Trevor was not one to let the grass grow
under his feet. If we overlooked anything it was inevitable that he would be on the phone
diplomatically giving us a nudge in the right direction. The extent to which he modestly and
efficiently managed our affairs and developed the organisation and scope of the Seniors
cannot be overstated. The standards and structures he helped implement still remain. If his
health had not failed him in recent years he would in all probability still be running the show.
He was irrepressibly keen on improving whatever he was involved with organising. He had a
fund of knowledge, he knew every member, he remembered every tradition but was ever
open to new ideas. His involvement in Club affairs and especially in organising the Seniors
became a huge part of his life and he loved it. Just as his beloved school had been given his
unstinting effort so did our Club benefit from his 38 years of dedicated service.
Trevor was a trusted, dependable colleague, a cheerful friend, a loyal clubman, loving father and husband.
He is sadly missed; but those of us who played and worked alongside him know that all the good he gave
remains.

Colin Strachan
Colin was born in August 1930 in Durban, South Africa.
After completing his National Service, he commenced his
working life by enrolling into a trade school and was
employed by the Johannesburg City Council. He became an
engineer, fitter and turner following in his father’s footsteps.

After qualifying, he bought himself out of his Council
employment and joined the Union Castle Line as an
engineer. Colin was a perfectionist as well as a grafter, and
he was rapidly promoted during his two year stint. During
this period he met a young lady in England who stole his
heart.
When Colin arrived back home in Durban, he joined a ship
repair company and quickly persuaded this young lady, Rita, to join him. They became
engaged and Rita spent nearly two years with him and his family in Durban. As mentioned
earlier, Colin was a grafter, and in order to save for their impending marriage, he would work
up to 18 hours a day, week after week, to return home late at night.
Colin and Rita returned to England to be married, and soon after, they had two children. Colin
continued his chosen profession in the Engineering Industry, and eventually started his own
Company. During this period, and living in Sharnbrook, he joined the Bedfordshire Golf Club
at Biddenham. Unfortunately, due to a medical condition, he could no longer play golf, but, not
to lose contact with his many friends, he became a social member of the Bedfordshire
following the move to Stagsden, where he would join his many friends for a coffee. Following
the death of Rita, and to assist the Club with its marketing activities, he offered to act as the
Club’s host for visiting Societies. He undertook this job for many years, and from the many
remarks passed by Society organisers, they appreciated having a knowledgeable member to
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guide and advise.
He was also a member of the Bedford Millennium Probus Club, enjoying the monthly lunches,
organised visits and holidays.
However, Colin was probably best known for his daily walks, usually to his local church in
Sharnbrook, as he would meet up with local friends and neighbours.
Colin is already sadly missed, especially by those of us who were members of BGC and
Probus. We no longer have a good friend and colleague to share mutual memories.

To follow in the footsteps of the previous editor—Roger Willis, was
always going to be a daunting prospect. He undertook this task
three times each year for as many years as I can remember. We all owe him a debt of
gratitude. I can’t for the life of me remember why I offered to take over, it must have been in a
moment of pure madness!!

This has been my initial effort, and I hope that you have found it of interest. This publication,
plus the web site, is how the club communicates with its members, and the format I have
adopted follows exactly the format that Roger established. For the future, if there are items you
would like to be included, or specific topics that would be of interest to others, then please
contact me on:
david@bromhamvillage.com
and I will give all suggestions due consideration.
Many of the photographs used have been taken and supplied by others, Messrs Helliwell,
Haywood are those I know about, and I would like to thank them and all others. The cover
photograph has been cropped from a much larger picture, and has been used before, but I felt
that it was very appropriate for this edition, though who took it I know not.

David Allen
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